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SUBJECT :MEETING WITH FRENCH FINANCIER BOUCHINET-SERREULLES 

1 . SUMMARY: IN DECEMBER 30 MEETING WITH AF/C DIRECTOR 
JUNIOR, FRENCH FINANCIER, BOUCHINET-SERREULLES, REVEALED 
THAT INFORMAL FRENCH GROUP HAS BEEN ADVISING MOBUTU ON 
MEASURES TO ASSIST ZAIRE TOWARD ECONOMIC RECOVERY. IN 
ADDITION SERREULLES EXPRESSED OPINION THAT FRENCH AND US 
VIEWS DOVETAILED ON NEED TO MAINTAIN PRESSURE ON MOBUTU 
TO IMPLEMENT ANNOUNCED REFORMS. END SUMMARY. 

2. FRENCH FINANCIER CLAUDE BOUCHINET-SERREULLES MET 
DECEMBER 30 WITH AF/C OFFICE DIRECTOR JUNIOR AND DIS- 
CUSSED ZAIRIAN ECONOMIC SITUATION. SERREULLES DESCRIBED 
HIMSELF AS A FINANCIER WHO, WITH VIEW TOWARD INCREASING 
FRENCH PRESENCE AND INFLUENCE IN ZAIRE, HELPED ESTABLISH 
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FRAN CO-ZAIRIAN FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY. FRENCH CONTINGENT 
COMPRISED OF PROMINENT CITIZENS, INCLUDING EDGAR FAURE, 

WHO HONORARY PRESIDENT, AND A REPRESENTATIVE FROM ELYSEES, 

WHO ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS AND APPARENTLY VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE 
ABOUT ZAIRE. ACCORDING TO SERREULLES, MOBUTU SO PLEASED 
WITH ACTIVITIES OF SOCIETY THAT THIS PAST SUMMER HE 
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REQUESTED SERREULLES TO PUT TOGETHER GROUP WHICH WOULD 
ADVISE MOBUTU ON MEASURES LEADING TO ZAIRE'S ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY. THE 

RESULT WAS 10-PAGE MEMORANDUM WHICH WAS GIVEN TO MOBUTU 
APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK BEFORE HIS NOVEMBER 25 SPEECH. 
RECOMMENDATIONS WERE LARGELY REFLECTED IN THAT SPEECH. 
DURING EARLY DECEMBER SWEARING-IN CEREMONIES IN KINSHASA. 
MOBUTU LUNCHED WITH SERREULLES AND REQUESTED THAT FRENCH 
GROUP CONTINUE TO PROVIDE SPECIFIC ADVICE. IN CONSEQUENCE, 
WORKING GROUPS (3 OR 4 MEMBERS EACH) HAVE BEEN FORMED 
TO CONCENTRATE ON DEVELOPMENT IN AGRO INDUSTRIAL SECTOR, 
ENERGY. POST AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS, AND INFRASTRUCTURE. 
SERREULLES ATTRIBUTED MOBUTU’S VOLTE-FACE TO A RECOG- 
NITION ON MOBUTU’S PART THAT HE ALMOST LOST POSITION AS 
WELL AS HIS LIFE AS A RESULT OF SHABA AND THAT HE WOULD 
NEED FOREIGN EXPERTS TO TURN THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMY AROUND. 
SERREULLES SAID NO ONE IN HIS GROUP WAS POLLYANNISH 
ENOUGH TO BELIEVE THAT MOBUTU HAD CHANGED HIS SPOTS. BUT 
THE SITUATION SO BAD THAT MOBUTU WAS NOW READY TO LISTEN 
TO SUCH PROPOSALS. 

3. AF/C DIRECTOR JUNIOR THEN OUTLINED FOR SERREULLES 
WASHINGTON'S VIEW OF ZAIRE'S IMPORTANCE AND PRESENT 
ECONOMIC PLIGHT, INCLUDING THE NEED FOR A STRONG AND UNI- 
FIED FRIEND OF THE WEST IN THAT PART OF AFRICA; THE WIDE- 
SPREAD SKEPTICISM WHICH EXISTS REGARDING MOBUTU'S INTEN- 
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TION TO IMPLEMENT ANNOUNCED REFORMS; THE NEED FOR CON- 
CRETE PROPOSALS AND ACTIONS ON THE PART OF MOBUTU TO 
DISPEL THIS SKEPTICISM; AND THE NEED FOR SUCCESSFUL 
CONCLUSION OF THE IMF/GOZ NEGOTIATIONS IN FEBRUARY. 

4. SERREULLES REPLIED THAT ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SPEAK FOR 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT, HE WAS AWARE OF THEIR VIEWS AND SAID 
THEY COINCIDED WITH THOSE OF THE U.S. FRANCE CONVINCED 
THAT MOBUTU IS THE ONLY PERSONALITY WHO CAPABLE OF KEEPING 
ZAIRE TOGETHER, AND THAT PROGRESS WILL BE MADE ONLY BY 
WORKING THROUGH HIM. 

5. SERREULLES SAID HE WAS AWARE OF BELGIUM'S EFFORTS TO 
ORGANIZE A MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE EFFORT FOR ZAIRE BUT 
THAT HIS GROUP HAD NO INTENTION OF INTERFERING WITH SUCH 
GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT ARRANGEMENTS. HE WENT ON TO SAY 
THAT HIS GROUP WANTED TO GIVE MOBUTU POINT OF VIEW OF 
PRIVATE SECTOR. HE ADDED THAT IF OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED 
ITSELF, HE WOULD BE PLEASED TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH ARCHI- 
TECTS OF THE BELGIAN PLAN. 

6. SERREULLES AGREED TO OUR SUGGESTION THAT WE SHOULD 
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KEEP IN TOUCH, PROBABLY THROUGH EMBASSY 

PARIS ON THESE MATTERS. CHRISTOPHER 
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